
Susan Brownell Anthony was born on February 15, 1820, in Adams, 
Massachusetts. Raised in a Quaker family, Anthony was instilled with the values 
of social equality and justice from a young age. Her father, Daniel Anthony, was a 
cotton manufacturer and abolitionist, and her mother, Lucy Read Anthony, was a 
fervent advocate for social reform. The Anthony family moved to Battenville, New 
York, in 1826, where Susan was introduced to various reform movements, 
including the fight against slavery and alcohol consumption. 

Education and Early Career: Susan B. Anthony received her early education at a 
local district school before attending a Quaker boarding school in Philadelphia. 
Due to her family's financial difficulties, she returned home to help manage the 
household. Anthony became a teacher to support her family, a profession in which 
she witnessed firsthand the inequalities women faced, such as lower pay compared 
to male counterparts. 

Entry into Activism: Anthony's activism began with the temperance movement, 
where she encountered resistance to women's participation. Realizing the 
interconnectedness of social issues, she joined forces with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
a leading figure in the women’s rights movement. Together, they championed 
women’s suffrage, forming a lifelong partnership that significantly advanced the 
cause. 

Key Accomplishments: 

 National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA):
o In 1869, Anthony and Stanton founded the NWSA, focusing on

securing a federal constitutional amendment for women’s suffrage.
Their efforts included organizing rallies, conventions, and lobbying
lawmakers.

 The Revolution:
o Anthony and Stanton launched this weekly publication in 1868, which

advocated for women's rights, labor rights, and social reforms. It
became a vital platform for disseminating progressive ideas.

 Illegal Voting and Legal Challenges:
o In 1872, Anthony illegally voted in the presidential election, asserting

her right as a citizen. Her subsequent arrest and trial garnered national
attention, highlighting the suffrage cause. She was fined $100, which
she refused to pay, symbolizing her defiance against unjust laws.

Impact on Women: Anthony’s relentless advocacy played a crucial role in 
advancing women's rights in the United States. Her efforts were instrumental in 



shifting public opinion and laying the groundwork for the 19th Amendment, 
ratified in 1920, which granted women the right to vote. Although Anthony did not 
live to see this victory, her legacy profoundly influenced the women's suffrage 
movement. 

Other Contributions: 

 Labor and Educational Reforms: 
o Anthony campaigned for equal pay for equal work, the right of 

women to own property, and improved educational opportunities for 
women. She supported the establishment of coeducational institutions 
and vocational training for women. 

 Abolition and Racial Equality: 
o Anthony was also an ardent abolitionist, working with other reformers 

like Frederick Douglass to end slavery. She believed that the fight for 
women's rights was inherently linked to the struggle for racial 
equality. 

Legacy: Susan B. Anthony's legacy extends beyond her lifetime, symbolizing the 
enduring fight for gender equality and social justice. Her tireless work laid the 
foundation for future generations of women to continue the struggle for equal 
rights. In 1979, she became the first woman to be depicted on a circulating U.S. 
coin, the Susan B. Anthony dollar, underscoring her importance in American 
history. 

Anthony’s home in Rochester, New York, is now a National Historic Landmark, 
serving as a museum dedicated to her life and work. Her birthday, February 15, is 
celebrated as Susan B. Anthony Day in several U.S. states, recognizing her 
contributions to the fight for women's rights. 

Conclusion 

Susan B. Anthony's life was marked by her unwavering commitment to social 
justice and equality. Her work significantly advanced the cause of women’s rights, 
particularly the right to vote. Anthony’s legacy continues to inspire activists 
worldwide, reminding us of the power of dedication and perseverance in the fight 
for equality. 

 

BACK TO WOMEN ICONS 

https://www.womensvoices.shop/women-icons.html

