
Harriet Tubman, born Araminta Ross in 1822 in Dorchester County, Maryland, stands as one of 
the most revered figures in American history for her role in the abolitionist movement and her 
tireless efforts in aiding enslaved African Americans to freedom. Born into slavery, Tubman 
experienced the brutal realities of slavery from a young age, including physical violence that left 
her with lifelong injuries. Despite these hardships, her spirit remained unbroken, and her resolve 
to fight against the institution of slavery only grew stronger. 

Tubman's journey as a liberator began in 1849 when she escaped slavery. Traveling by night, 
using the North Star for guidance, she navigated her way to Philadelphia and to freedom. 
However, Tubman was not content with just her own liberation; she was driven by a profound 
sense of duty to help others escape the bonds of slavery. This marked the beginning of her 
involvement with the Underground Railroad, a secret network of safe houses and abolitionist 
supporters that provided shelter and assistance to escaping slaves. 

Over the next decade, Tubman became one of the most active and famous "conductors" on the 
Underground Railroad. She made numerous trips back to the South, risking her life each time. 
Tubman was exceptional in her strategies; she never lost a single passenger on her journeys. Her 
deep knowledge of the land, ability to read the stars, and sheer determination enabled her to lead 
around 70 enslaved people to freedom, including her own family members. 

Tubman's contributions were not limited to the Underground Railroad. She also served as a spy 
and scout for the Union Army during the Civil War. Her intelligence-gathering missions were 
invaluable to the Union cause and further demonstrated her commitment to the abolition of 
slavery and the fight for equality. 

Her bravery and leadership extended beyond the war. After the Civil War, Tubman continued to 
fight for civil rights and women's suffrage. She was a powerful speaker and used her experiences 
to advocate for the rights of African Americans and women. Her home in Auburn, New York, 
became a haven for her family and other former slaves. 

Harriet Tubman's legacy is profound. She is celebrated not only for her role in leading enslaved 
people to freedom but also for her courage, strategic brilliance, and unwavering commitment to 
justice. Her life is a testament to the power of resilience and the impact one individual can have 
in the face of systemic oppression. Tubman's story continues to inspire and resonate, serving as a 
powerful symbol of the struggle for freedom and equality. Her life and achievements are a 
reminder of the enduring fight against injustice and the ongoing pursuit of human dignity for all. 
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